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   Join us for dinner at our Tuesday, September 17th meeting   

Roasted half chicken dinner by Demeris—$15.00, including drink,                                                   
with roasted new potatoes and tossed salad with rolls and butter                                                                   

   (Desserts are provided by TFIRE volunteers)                  

   IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT YOU MAKE A  RESERVATION                                                       
                 if  you want to eat dinner—so we will order enough food for everyone.                        
         

   Deadline for reservations:  Monday,  September 16, 2019                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                       
                      Email:  jane@tfire.org    or      Phone:  1-877-246-0473                                                                                  

       For Questions please call:   713– 660-0788                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                                          
          You are welcome to bring extras to share for the meal—cookies, salads, chips, etc.                                                                

  If you do not wish to have dinner, please feel free to come anyway and hear the speakers. 
    

        

Why are more toll roads showing up when the Governor 
promised no more?  

 

 Terri Hall of Texas Turf 

Gov. Abbott promised no more toll roads in both 
of his campaigns, yet we see more and more toll 
roads going up around Houston and the surround-
ing area. Terri will share what happened in the 
86th legislative session regarding  transportation 
and toll roads and give us the scoop on Houston’s 
toll tax burden and how we can change it.  

When Terri  saw that the shift to tolling our exist-
ing freeways was a nationwide trend, she founded 
a non-profit legislative advocacy group 
called Texans Uniting for Reform and Freedom, 
(Texas TURF) in 2007.  A homeschool mom of 
ten turned citizen activist in San Antonio, Terri 
has  rallied her fellow Texans to stop this runaway 
taxation without representation.  

We are delighted to have Terri again to speak to 
us. She has been a citizen activist for seven       
sessions of the Texas Legislature, spoken before 
rallies in Washington D.C., organized marches on 
Austin, spoken at national conferences, appeared 
on the Lou Dobbs Show, CNN's American             
Morning, MSNBC and Fox News nationally.  
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

This month’s speaker is Terri Hall 
with TURF.  Terri is very well 
known to long term TFIRE mem-
bers, but for those who are new,  
perhaps a bit of explanation of the 
relationship between TFIRE and 
TURF is in order.   

TFIRE and TURF were in existence 
before the Tea Party movement 
came into existence (approx. 2011) 
and the connection between the two 
groups was opposition to the Trans 
Texas Corridor, an open-border 
cheap-labor-lobby scheme whereby 
the state would be divided roughly 
along I-35.  It was to be owned by 
CENTRA, a Spanish consortium.   
This plot was to make an exclusive 
freeway from the Texas border to 
an inland port in Kansas City.  The 
stated purpose was to facilitate the 
flow of cheap Chinese products 
from the coastal port of Lazaro  
Cardenas on the western part of 
Mexico, across Mexico by rail and 
then by rail and highway to the 
TTC.  Hundreds of thousands of 
acres of farms, schools, ranches, 
cities, shopping centers and other 
property was to be condemned in 
order to build the project. 

Not only was this road to bisect 
Texas, but it was also a toll road to 
be built, in great part, by illegal  
aliens.  This situation did not sit 
well with TFIRE members or with 
the folks at TURF who oppose toll 
roads.  TURF, TFIRE and many 
county commissioner courts in the 
state fought this idea and stopped it 
in its tracks.  Now, the state and the 
proponents keep sneaking parts of it 
into fruition as we now see I-59, 
becoming I-69 and CENTRA oper-
ates several toll roads. 

Terri will enlighten you on what the 
legislature did on transportation and 
the toll road situation statewide 
when she speaks. 

Harris County and Houston,  the 
third largest metropolitan city in the 
USA continues to be inexorably 
moving toward being a  sanctuary 
city and county.  It seems that the 
county judge and commissioners 

introduce a resolution  or amicus 
cure at every meeting supporting 
illegal aliens.  They also advocate 
low bail or no bail for those         
accused of a crime and now want to 
allow the incarcerated to vote and 
have asked the County Clerk to  
provide a voting location for all but 
the convicted felons.  We have no 
idea how many illegal aliens may 
find a way to vote under this new 
program. 

One easily identifiable problem is 
illustrated by the following:  In an 
election contest one candidate wins 
by only 50 votes more than the oth-
er.  In the jail, 500 people voted and 
250 of them were convicted of a 
felony during the 30 days after the 
election.  Is it possible to deter-
mine if  felon votes caused the 
winner of an election to win and 
the other to lose? 

Another problem is that many who 
are in jail would gladly vote as                   
instructed if offered a shorter sen-
tence or good time if they vote a 
particular way.  Considering how 
many people are in the jail system 
nationwide, this could change the 
outcome of a presidential election!  
According to Bureau of Justice  
Statistics, 
https://www.bjs.gov/index.cfm?ty
=pbdetail&iid=6547, at mid-year 
2017, there were approximately 
745,200 jail inmates alone.   

There are enough potential voters in 
jail that one party is salivating over 
the prospects of winning tight elec-
tions by mobilizing the inmate pop-
ulation.  Voter registration drives in 
jails are underway all over the 
country at this time and there are 
plans to accuse counties and munic-
ipalities with voter suppression if 
non-felons are denied the right to 
vote, even if they may be in jail 
and charged with capital murder. 

The leadership team at TFIRE is 
taking on the problem here and in 
Houston and other cities, some out-
side of Texas.  We are stretched 
thin and need volunteers to go to 
city councils and commissioner 
courts.                                                

Please contact me if you are inter-
ested in taking a short course in 
how to prepare mentally and factu-
ally to confront decision makers, 
how to comport yourself and tactics 
to use to be effective.  We will plan 
a short training session to prepare 
our friends to testify for 3 minutes   
before a city council or commis-
sioners court and be very convinc-
ing.  

 

Later in September, I will be         
honored with an award called the 
2019 Grass Roots America We 
The People “Champions of Free-
dom Award.”   There are quite a 
few of us receiving the award this 
year because more people are be-
coming aware that our country is in 
trouble.  This is a great honor and I 
want to let every TFIRE member 
know that without your support we 
cannot hope to prevail.  I wish to 
thank all of you for making this 
award possible and the encourage-
ment to keep on going even in the 
face of such great opposition. 

 

Larry Korkmas,                  
President 

TFIRE 

 

 

 

 

 

Have You Paid Your                        
2019 Dues ?                                              

Pay in person or mail a check to: 

TFIRE, P.O.Box 771014, Houston 
TX 77215-1014.              

Only $25 for a single                                   
and $35 for a couple.   

And we appreciate additional          
donations to enable TFIRE to 

forge ahead to accomplish                     
our goals. 
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The Cub Scout Oath  

Remember when young people were taught 
about civics, history, government and personal 

responsibility? 

How many politicians do you think ever learned 
or still practice this basic concept of a                            

responsible Citizen? 

 

How The Media Is Helping Rewrite The American History, 
     by Pastor Roger Anghis 

It’s bad enough that our schools don’t teach our history but 
when what they teach is outright lies that’s another thing     
altogether. Add to that the government funding and encourag-
ing the lies then we need to wake up! Our country, way of life, 
culture, and future depend on it.......... 

http://newswithviews.com/how-the-media-is-helping-
rewrite-the-american-history/ 

 
 
 
The Fake News Must Whither And Die, by Mike Heath 
 
The Bill of Rights, Article I states, “Congress shall make no law… 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press;” What can we do if 
an enemy sets up a “press” to manipulate elections, news, and other 
information to promote its ends or to subvert our way of life?......... 

https://newswithviews.com/the-fake-news-must-whither-and-die/ 
 

[Read the entire articles at the above links] 

 

Texas AG Goes To US Supreme Court  

In Support Of Ending DACA 

 

 Wed, Aug 28th 2019 @ 12:16 pm EDT 

The Texas Attorney General, Ken Paxton, 

has filed a brief with the U.S. Supreme Court 

in support of the Trump Administration's 

plan to end Deferred Action for Childhood 

Arrivals (DACA), as reported by KRLD Ra-

dio. AG Paxton says 12 other states have 

signed onto his brief. In a statement about 

the issue, AG Paxton said: 

The DACA program was a lawless exercise 

of executive power, and the Trump admin-

istration’s decision to rescind DACA was ab-

solutely necessary to uphold the rule of law. 

By creating DACA and DAPA, the Obama 

administration attempted to bypass Congress 

and unilaterally amend our immigration 

laws. The President’s duty is to ensure that 

the law is faithfully executed, not to unilater-

ally re-write the law anytime the President 

disagrees with Congress’ decision. 

 

Continued on page 7 

https://newswithviews.com/the-fake-news-must-whither-and-die/
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August 5, 2019  You could hardly have missed it.  It was 
all over the media in the past few days, and seemingly 
painted more as a human-interest story than one about 
people flagrantly violating the law: “Nashville neigh-
bors stop ICE agents from nabbing father and son by 
linking arms in driveway”; “ICE agents back down af-
ter neighbors, activists link arms to help father and son 
avoid feds”; “ICE tries to bring man into custody, 
neighbors form human chain to let them get home”; 
 etc., etc. 

Amazingly, one reporter even stated, as if it were an 
indisputable fact, that “because this was a civil matter 
citizens are not committing a crime by interfering.”   

That’s simply incorrect as a matter of law, and reckless 
to even suggest. 

So why were none of these “neighbors” arrested for 
stopping ICE from picking up someone the agency says 
was a known convicted criminal?  When police come 
looking for an American citizen who’s committed a 
crime, do the neighbors normally think they can get in 
the way without consequences?  Do they think keeping 
law enforcement from doing their jobs and keeping the 
community safe is just the neighborly thing to do? 

When 10 News Nashville spoke to Lincoln Memorial 
University law professor William Gill to try to explain 
to viewers why none of the “human chain” were arrest-
ed, he didn’t say ICE couldn’t have arrested them.  In-
stead he recognized the agency likely could have for 
“some kind of obstruction charge” but for whatever 
reason “probably decided they didn’t want to do that.” 

But what does the law actually say?  The law sure 
sounds like this was a crime.  Probably multiple crimes. 

Professor Gill’s first instinct was correct in mentioning 
the federal obstruction of justice laws.  When ICE is 
actively looking for a particular illegal alien, that often 
means the alien has already been ordered removed from 
the country by an immigration judge.  It follows  that 
someone getting in the way of ICE enforcing that order 
of removal could be committing “obstruction of pro-
ceedings” before a federal agency, namely before the 
immigration court that issued the order. 

But there are also other federal crimes more specific to 
people getting in the way of immigration enforce-
ment.  In Title 8 of the United States Code, Section 
1324 is called “Bringing in and harboring certain al-
iens.”  It’s often referred to as the federal alien 
“smuggling” statute, but it actually criminalizes many 
more activities regarding protecting or assisting aliens 
than just anything that could described as smuggling.  

It’s probably more accurate to refer to it as the alien 
harboring statute.  It might or might not have applied to 
this particular situation, but easily could in similar cir-
cumstances. 

Notably, neither the obstruction nor harboring statute 
requires federal agents to have a criminal warrant for 
the person they’re looking before someone else deliber-
ately getting in the way can be arrested.  Neither statute 
draws any distinction between criminal and civil en-
forcement at all. 

This is just one prominent episode in an alarming trend: 
a lot of people don’t just think illegal aliens can freely 
break the law, but that everyone else can do it too if it’s 
to “help” or “protect” illegal aliens.  It’s one more part 
of what’s been described as “a radical new framework 
that treats any restrictions on immigration and enforce-
ment of current laws as immoral.”  

Even people like the Mayor of Oakland or a state court 
judge in Massachusetts—public officials sworn to up-
hold the law—buy into it and act on it.  It’s easy virtue-
signaling as long as there are no consequences. 

So there need to be consequences.  This dangerous 
myth needs to be dispelled or more people will inter-
fere with immigration enforcement and it’ll become 
ever more dangerous for everyone involved.  While 
ICE exercised their judgment and discretion to act with 
restraint and not make criminal arrests this time, the 
only way to make people realize it’s unacceptable to 
obstruct the enforcement of immigration laws may be 
for ICE and other federal agencies to start making more 
arrests in the future when the “neighbors” try to get in 
the way. 

Published by                                                                                        
FEDERATION FOR AMERICAN IMMIGRATION                   
REFORM (FAIR) 

“Protecting” Illegal Aliens Isn’t Neighborly or Virtuous: It’s a Crime 

           By DAVID JAROSLAV   

Is America Worth Saving? 

Will you support the President and build that wall? 
Will you demand E-verify in Texas? 

Will you comment and correct the narrative? 
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Your Tired, Your Poor, Your Huddled Masses Yearning to be Dependent?                                                           
          By Jennifer G. Hickey  

August_13,_2019                                  
When the Trump administration 
released its final version of the 
“public charge” rule, which merely 
enforces longstanding federal law 
ensuring legal immigrants would 
not become reliant upon the wel-
fare system, the response from ac-
tivists, pro-amnesty groups and 
Democratic politicians was pre-
dictably hysterical and hyperbolic. 

Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powel (D-
Florida) tweeted, “This is another 
cruel attempt by this President to 
rip away basic needs like health 
care, housing & food from families 
& children.” 

Speaking from her presidential 
campaign bus, Sen. Kamala Harris 
(D-Calif.) asserted it was part of an 
“ongoing campaign to vilify a 
whole group of people” and shows 
President Trump is “ignorant” of 
“who we are, how we were found-
ed and what our values are.” 

Rep. John Larson, (D-Conn.)        
echoed Harris’ charge that the rule 
“is not who we are as a nation,” 
while his state’s attorney general, 
William Tong, joined the choir of 
critics stating the administration’s 
actions were a betrayal of the         
nation’s history. 

“This country was built by immi-
grants like my parents who worked 
themselves up from poverty. This 
rule is the latest chapter in this Ad-

ministration’s cruel and racist cam-
paign to intimidate and punish im-
migrants of color,” contended 
Tong. 

Others claimed public charge laws 
run afoul of the sentiments in-
scribed on the plaque at foot of the 
Statue of Liberty: “Give me your 
tired, your poor, your huddled 
masses yearning to be free.” 

But that seems totally irrelevant, 
for a number of reasons: 

The original public charge law was 
passed in 1882. The Statue of           
Liberty, which celebrates Franco-
American friendship, wasn’t               
erected until 1886. And New            
Colossus the sonnet by poet Emma 
Lazarus was not added until 1903. 
It should also be noted that New 
Colossus was never a statement of 
U.S. immigration policy, but rather 
the verbal musing of an ardent          
socialist. 

But historical facts aside, the     
notion of self-reliance and self-
sufficiency are at the core of the 
American Dream. The dream that 
immigrants have been pursuing for 
generations upon generations. 

When asked about the charge that 
public charge laws unfairly target 
poorer immigrants, Ken Cuccinelli, 
acting director of U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services 
(USCIS), rightly noted, “A poor 

person can be prepared to be self-
sufficient. Many have been 
through the history of this coun-
try.” 

There are many misperceptions 
about the rule. For example, it is 
not the lone consideration to be 
used in determining whether an 
immigrant is granted a green card 
or not. It is one factor among the 
“totality of the circumstances” im-
migration officials weigh in the 
decision making process. 

The assumption that setting a 
standard of self-reliance and self-
sufficiency is somehow anti-
immigrant, classist or racist is just 
wrong. The history of the nation is 
filled with stories of immigrants 
arriving with a few dollars in their 
pocket, but a wealth of entrepre-
neurism and drive. 

Those who rail against new efforts 
to enforce this century-old law as 
hate-driven or biased against 
“people of color” expose their own 
biases and ignorant assumptions. 
The roots of their opposition is not 
in the law nor the history books, 
but – to paraphrase former Presi-
dent George W. Bush – the soft 
bigotry of low expectations. 

Published by: Federation for 
American Immigration Reform  
(FAIR) 

 As Dietrich Bonhoeffer put it —  

“Silence in the face of evil is itself evil: God will not hold us guiltless.  

Not to speak is to speak. Not to act is to act.”  
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Forget Rising College Costs, New Jersey Spent $4 million on Financial Aid for Illegal Immigrants   

             by Jennifer G. Hickey  

August 22, 2019   Despite landing among the top five 
states for highest student debt, New Jersey spent nearly 
$4 million in financial aid for illegal aliens to attend 
college during both the fall and spring semesters of the 
2018-19 school year, according to the North Jersey 
Record. 

Former Republican Gov. Chris Christie opened the ben-
efits spigot in 2013 by signing into law a bill allowing 
illegal immigrants to receive in-state tuition rates, but 
he would not agree to full financial aid benefits. Demo-
cratic Gov. Phil Murphy had no reservations and last 
year agreed to a proposal to grant illegal aliens equal 
access to state financial aid because, he said, they are 
“just as American as anyone else.” 

Murphy’s rhetorical naturalization is interesting consid-
ering one of the eligibility requirements for a financial 
grant is that the illegal immigrant sign an affidavit        
saying they will take the steps to be a legal citizen. 

While Murphy and backers of this reckless policy feel 
good about “welcoming” illegal aliens into their        
communities, they conveniently ignore the low-income 
students who might be denied an opportunity to attend 
college or the 64 percent of students in the state who 
graduate with debt.  

The data released by New Jersey’s Higher Education 
Student Assistance Authority showed that most of the 
$3.8 million spent was doled out under the New Jersey 
Tuition Aid Grant program, which awards grants de-
pending on financial need and available funding. 

Rutgers University, which received $1.3 million of the 
total $3.8 million, already offers privately-funded 
scholarships to illegal immigrant students. So, why do 
they need to be given taxpayer funds? Aren’t the pleth-
ora of foundation grants and private scholarships avail-
able to illegal aliens? 

Murphy has claimed that spending state resources on 
illegal aliens is a matter of equity, but what about first 

fixing the inequities in New Jersey’s already broken 
system? 

The authors of report released in January by the liberal 
think tank Education Reform Now, contend that the 
Garden state “provides wildly inequitable levels of state 
operating funds and financial aid to public and non-
profit private state colleges with no articulated policy 
rationale.” 

Furthermore, the report says that while  New Jersey has 
one of the more largest state financial aid programs in 
the country, it is “poorly targeted and generates less 
efficient results” than a programs one-tenth the size. 

While proponents are right to note that in overall      
budgetary terms $3.8 million is a small amount, they 
are wrong to omit the potential for massive growth in 
spending on students in the country (and the state)            
illegally. 

In 2018, the state legislature estimated that approxi-
mately 600 illegal aliens would submit applications, so 
the total cost would be $4.47 million, or about 1 percent 
of the total $425.9 million financial aid budget for col-
lege students in fiscal year 2019. 

But, that estimate was based on the number of illegal 
aliens in New Jersey in 2015. The legislative analysis 
even conceded that costs would “increase to the extent 
that the access to the State’s student assistance pro-
grams would encourage additional individuals to enroll 
in an institution of higher education.” 

And with no cap on the number of applicants, that $5 
million estimate likely will be exceeded in coming 
years. It might make Gov. Murphy and proponents of 
free college for all-comers feel good, but graduates 
with enormous student debt or the parents who cannot 
fulfill their child’s dream of an education might feel 
differently. 

 

Published by: Federation for American Immigration Reform 

The Cost of Illegal Aliens to the United States 

 

The approximately $46 billion in federal expenditures attributable to illegal aliens is staggering. Assuming 
an illegal alien population of approximately 12.5 million illegal aliens and 4.2 million U.S.-born children 
of illegal aliens, that amounts to roughly $2,746 per illegal alien, per year. For the sake of comparison, the 
average American college student receives only $4,800 in federal student loans each year. 

Published by: Federation for American Immigration Reform 

https://www.fairus.org/issue/publications-resources/fiscal-burden-illegal-immigration-united-states-taxpayers 
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 EBOLA IN THE UNITED STATES 

Contrary to what President Obama and other top gov-
ernment officials have said, the Ebola crisis appears to 
be getting worse in the United States.  Judicial Watch 
is striving to pry loose the truth from reticent federal 
agencies that have a responsibility for public safety 
and our national security. 

Judicial Watch filed Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) requests with the Department of Defense 
(DOD) and the Occupational Safety and Health      
Administration. In light of the potential danger from 
this deadly disease, the administration’s long history of 
delaying and obstructing information requests could 
have severe consequences for members of the public 
who have been told that they are safe. 

Cont’d from page 3 (Texas AG Goes To US Supreme Court In Support Of 
Ending DACA) 

 DACA was created in 2014. In 2017, the Trump Admin-
istration announced it would end the program. An              
appeals court ruled the administration had violated the 
Administrative Procedure Act, calling the decision to end 
DACA "arbitrary and capricious." Last year, another       
appeals court ruled DACA would stay in place as the 
case works through the system. The majority opinion 
said, "Hundreds of thousands of people had structured 
their lives on the availability of deferred action during the 
five years between the implementation of DACA and the 
decision to rescind." 

Paxton says Texas spends $250 million a year on health 
care, education and law enforcement for non-citizens. He 
says DACA puts "undue financial strain" on states. The 
brief says only Congress has the authority to grant lawful 
status to an entire class of aliens. Paxton says DACA 
"unilaterally granted lawful presence and work permits to 
over 1.7 million unlawfully-present aliens in defiance of 
laws enacted by Congress." 

Published by NumbersUSA 

Houston Butcher 

12-16-1934  —   8-31-2019 

 

TFIRE has lost one of our most faithful members. 

Houston Butcher and his wife, Doris, have been long 
time members of both TFIRE and the John Birch Soci-
ety.  They have also served their precinct for many 
years as delegates to the Texas Republican Convention 
and the Waller County Republican Convention.  Poli-
tics has been important throughout their marriage.   

Houston graduated from the University of Oklahoma 
as a civil engineer in 1972 and most of his career he 
worked for Trans World Drilling Co., a subsidiary of 
Kerr-McGee Oil Co.  He and Doris were married in 
1958 and have lived all over the world.  Before they 
came to the Houston area they lived  in Europe, Korea, 
and Singapore.   

Houston was born in Oklahoma and he will be buried 
there near his family.  We will miss Houston very 
much.   

The Daily Mail, a U.K. news organization, shows 
a video of migrants sneaking into the U.S. by go-

ing to the end of the fence 

Dozens of migrants showed how easy it was to cross 
the border between the US and Mexico in a shocking 
new video taken where the wall fence ends in            
Arizona.  

In the video, tweeted Wednesday by the US Customs 
and Border Protection in Arizona, a group of 66          
people are seen walking up to where the border fence 
ends east of Sasabe.  

They then just simply cross the border 'where the 
fence ends,' tweeted border patrol officials. 

View the video at this site: 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-
7419291/Shocking-moment-60-migrants-walk-
wall-separating-Mexico-Arizona.html 



 8 

Call our Senators and Representatives. Make sure they know we are watching their actions, and their votes.  Call them on 
the Washington, D.C. switchboard and let them know your thoughts.  

            To send FREE faxes:        use www.numbersusa.com and www.fairus.org                                              

 The White House:             Main Switchboard - 202.456.1111 

                                                          SENATORS: JOHN CORNYN:  202.224.2934                                                            
TED CRUZ:           202.224.5922 

                   REPRESENTATVES: link to all of them @ http://www.house.gov/representatives/ 

 202.225.5524 

  

AL GREEN 202.225.7508   

SHEILA JACKSON LEE 202.225.3816 

MICHAEL McCAUL 202.225-2401 

  

BRIAN BABIN 202.225.1555 

TFIRE 

P.O. Box 771014    

Houston TX  77215-1014    

                   REPRESENTATVES: link to all of them @ http://www.house.gov/representatives/ 

KEVIN BRADY                       8th Congressional District 202.225.5524 

DAN CRENSHAW                2nd                “ 202-225-6565 

AL GREEN                             9th                “ 202.225.7508   

SHEILA JACKSON LEE        18th               “ 202.225.3816 

MICHAEL McCAUL            10th               “ 202.225-2401 

LIZZIE FLETCHER                7th                 “ 202-225-2571  

BRIAN BABIN                     36th               “ 202.225.1555 

PLEASE  CALL  OUR  SENATORS  AND  REPRESENTATIVES  

TELL THEM TO VOTE FOR THE WALL NOW 

It WILL make a difference! 

http://www.numbersusa.com/
http://www.fairus.org/
http://www.house.gov/representatives/
http://www.house.gov/representatives/

